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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT (IDS) 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

The Applicants request that the documents listed on the attached Form 
PTO-1449 be made of official record in the above-identified application and considered by 
the Examiner during examination of the above-identified patent application. Copies of 
documents A1-A27, A39, B1-B23, C1-C21 have been submitted in the parent application 
serial no. 09/416,901 filed October 13, 1999, from which priority is claimed and thus 
pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(d), copies of these documents are not submitted herewith. 
Copies of documents A28-A38 are not enclosed, but are pending U.S. applications that 
should be available to the Examiner in the Patent Office. Copies of documents A40-A45 are 
submitted herewith. 

Documents A7-A10, A13-A17, A39-A45 and B7-B11, were not published 
prior to the Applicants effective filing date but do list priority claims dated prior to the 
Applicant's most recent filing date. Documents A18-A21, A24-A26 were listed as priority 
documents in PCT applications published after the Applicants most recent filing date. (The 
Applicants reserve the right to demonstrate that they are entitled to an earlier filing date.) 
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This Information Disclosure Statement is not intended to be an admission that 
a search has been made, that other relevant art does not exist, or that any of the information 
disclosed herein constitutes prior art under 35 U.S.C. §102 or §103. 

This Information Disclosure Statement has been filed prior to receipt of a first 
Office Action on the merits, and consequently should be considered by the Patent Office 
without payment of a fee according to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b)(3). However, please charge any 
necessary fees due in connection with this Information Disclosure Statement to Deposit 
Account No. 13-2855. 
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